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www.tamarmobility.co.uk 

For all your mobility needs! 
Sales, Service and Repair of 
Scooters, Power chairs and 

Rise and Recline chairs. 

NOW UNDER NEW OWNERSHIP- 
INTRODUCTORY OFFERS! 

01752 841879 
Tamar View Ind Est, PL12 6LD 

(nr Waitrose) 
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T: 01752 841879
Tamar View Ind Est PL12 6LD

(Nr Waitrose)
customerservice@rollgroup.uk
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and all enquires...book early to avoid disappointment!

-- Bookings advisable --
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In the heart of Saltash,

overlooked by the memorials to

the fallen of two world wars, the

autumnal afternoon sun was

reflected off the bugles of the

Devon and Somerset Fire and

Rescue Service Ceremonial

Unit as the band played the last

post and lament followed by the

reveille.

In the presence of the Mayor

and Mayoress of Saltash and

Lord Mayor of Plymouth the

Saltash Memorial Peace

Garden was opened by

Mr.Barry Brooking, grandson

of Francis Brooking, one of the

team of six Saltash Fireman

killed in the Plymouth blitz

‘Saltash paid a heavy price in

two world wars as the 148

names on the memorial remind

us, especially given that the

town’s population was only

around 4000 in 1914 and 6000

in 1939’, he reminded those

present.  He added that since

1945 British servicemen have

continued to die on service each

year except one, a total of

sixteen thousand in the past

seventy years.  He himself had

been luck to survive a post-war

conflict when serving as a

Royal Marine Commando.

‘Those whose names are on the

memorial would have approved

the Garden’ he concluded.

A service of dedication was

led by Reverend Jonathan

Budd, President of Saltash

Churches Together and prayers

were offered by the Mayor’s

Chaplain the Reverend

Michelle Parkman, The Mayor,

Councillor Bill Phillips laid a

wreath on the newly unveiled

memorial as doves of peace

were released from St. Nicholas

Church by Miss Elizabeth

Turner, and rose through a

darkening November sky.

Pipes Played and Doves Soared as Peace

Garden was Opened
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Meet Sadie.
Your local hearing specialist.

To arrange an appointment with Sadie, 
call us on today on 01752 850421.
Please quote ref: LL SO 01. Lines open Mon-Fri, 9am-5pm

Based in our Saltash branch, which is within walking 
distance of the Tamar Bridge, Sadie Brain has a wealth of 
experience in helping our local community hear better again.
Whether you would like a free hearing check or are simply 
after some hearing advice, Sadie will be on hand to help you.

111-113 Fore Street, Saltash PL12 6AE
email: saltash@bloomhearing.co.uk

www.bloomhearing.co.uk

Hearingaids from only
£399

Speak to us formore details

‘Discover how 

Unique our 

New Widex 

Hearing Aid is?’

A
garden where not only those from Saltash who lost their lives in past conflicts can be

remembered but also hopes and prayers for a peaceful future can be offered has now been

formally opened.

Medical Aids and Comforts Come
from Hospital Friends Fundraising

With the re-opening of the minor injuries unit of St. Barnabas

Hospital, the hospital League of Friends is anxious as ever to

promote the service that our community hospital provides as well as

raise funds for medical facilities and patient comfort.

Over the last year over

£15,000 was provided by the

League of Friends, its chair Mrs

Joyce Mepsted reported to their

annual general meeting.  Most

notably two blood pressure

monitors, a bladder scanner,

mobility aid and two nebuliser

systems have been added by the

League of Friends to the

medical equipment in the

hospital. Inpatients can also

benefit from the new vertical

blinds provided for the wards.

‘This has been achieved by

raising funds through our events

and by the hard work of a

dedicated committee and band

of volunteers and, of course,

with the support of the people of

Saltash and of the hospital’,

added Mrs Mepsted.

Following the formal

business League of Friends

members enjoyed an interesting

talk by James Lyne about his

late companion, his ‘seeing eye’

guide dog.

Council Says No to Town

Centre CCTV

T
here will be no CCTV mounted in and around Saltash Fore

Street, it appears, after the Town Council turned down a request

for £16,000 ’Section 106 Money’ to subsidise the scheme.
A facebook poll of local

residents had shown 72%  of

respondents clearly favoured the

scheme with just 21% against.

However Councillors noted that

only 74 replies had been received

making it hardly representative

of the town’s populace of 17,000

plus.

Similarly a poll of Fore Street

businesses showed 94% in favour

of CCTV with only 6% against.

Councillors queried, however,

whether this might have been in

response to a ‘loaded’ question

with no financial consideration

taken into account.

An unmanned CCTV system

in a town such as Saltash is of

limited value to the police,

Inspector Julian Morris told the

council as ‘it does not pick up

what we want to pick up’.  It is

better if it is manned by

volunteers, at least at critical

times such as Friday and

Saturday evenings, as has been

effectively practiced in Bude.

The volunteers can zoom in on

incidents and film is of evidential

quality.

After prolonged discussion

the Town Council decided by a

majority vote that CCTV was not

a good use of public funding

under the present scheme.

Instead the Council is to

consider all options as part of its

duly to reduce crime and this

could include paying for a PCSO

if policing cuts eliminate them.
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LLOOCCAALL FFAAMMIILLYY BBUUSSIINNEESSSS
00880000 00443333 449933
wwwwww..wweeddoowwiinnddoowwss..ccoo..uukk

SSTTEEAAMMEEDD UUPP
DDOOUUBBLLEE GGLLAAZZIINNGG??
WWee rreeppllaaccee JJUUSSTT tthhee ggllaassss ...... NNOOTT tthhee ffrraammeess,,

ssaavviinngg YYOOUU ££££££ss.. WWee aallssoo ooffffeerr aa wwiiddee rraannggee ooff
ddoouubbllee ggllaazziinngg sseerrvviicceess iinncclluuddiinngg EENNEERRGGYY SSAAVVIINNGG

GGLLAASSSS,, lloocckkss,, hhiinnggeess,, hhaannddlleess,, sseeaallss && mmoorree
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WILLS
LASTING POWERS 

OF ATTORNEY
Over 60’s Specialists 

HOME 

PROTECTION TRUSTS

Free Home or Office 

Appointments

Tel: 01752 349724

www.rls-uk.com

Mariposa Farm
Pet Services 
- Fully Insured - 

With current DBS certificate
Dog Walking - Pet Minding 

Saltash and
surrounding areas

For more information 
Telephone:
07890706931
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R & A Carpets…the best in Luxury Carpets & Beds,
Without the Luxury Price Tag
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Tel 01752 845994 ��

Visit us at our showroom 13/15 Keast Mews Saltash (Opposite Co-op Car park)
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Come on in and enjoy a game of 
� DARTS � POOL � SNOOKER
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The Essa Club
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Thursdays - 9:15 - 10:15am 
All ages and abilities welcome

Gentle Holistic & Remedial Exercise
Contact Xenia on 07758400967
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Pilates
at the
Saltash Guide HQ

S
altash could lose its

community police team

and its popular police

community support officers.

Sector Inspector Julian Morris

has told the town council before

the Chancellor made his

Autumn statement.  However

the town’s police station seems

secure, despite other local

stations being marked for

closure.

While £58 million has

already been shaved off Devon

and Cornwall’s police budget

over the past five years the force

was now awaiting news of

further cuts planned.  In what

Inspector Morris described as a

‘worst case scenario a 25% cut

of £54 million might be

implemented.  If so recruitment

would cease and neighbourhood

police teams would have to go.

Since Chancellor George

Osborne, against all predictions,

made no further cuts to police

budget in his subsequent

statement these changes would

not now appear necessary.

Instead reactive police

response units would be based

at various hubs.  Previously

such hubs had been set up at

Liskeard and Bodmin. However

Inspector Morris, who

supervises the South East

Cornwall sector, advised that

this had not worked well and it

would be his intention to move

response units to other towns

and keep officers in Saltash as

such a response unit.

Saltash police station is in

line for refurbishment to keep it

fit for purpose and is therefore

not lined up for closure.  In fact

news reports of station closures

were misleading,  Inspector

Morris reported.

While police estates are

being downsized and Liskeard

station is due for demolition

another is due to be built,

possibly accommodating all

three emergency services.

Likewise stations closing at

Looe and Torpoint are due to be

replaced.  Meanwhile Saltash

station will continue to be

staffed and provide a twenty-

four hour response.

Local crime figures reported

average around 58 per week, up

two per week on last year which

Inspector Morris considers not

too bad. However Councillor

John Brady advised that when

he had called the police 101

non-emergency number he had

been told that there was a 45 –

50 minute wait for a call to be

taken and suggest that many

crimes may go unreported by

those unwilling to wait such

times.  Inspector Morris agreed

this might be the case and that

the telephone response system

was flawed.

Asked whether Saltash

might pay for its own PCSO

Inspector Morris agreed that

this was a possibility and that

St. Austell had previously done

so.

With 80% of the police

budget going on staffing costs

further cutbacks seem

inevitable and Saltash Town

Council, at Inspector Morris’

suggestion, agreed to lobby

MP’s and others as to

minimising further cuts and to

seek to retain the reassuring

sight of neighbourhood police

team and PCSO’s in the town.

Sector Inspector Tells Town of Fears for
Further Police Cuts

Essa files

S
ince my last column, which mentioned the successful

transition from conflict in Northern Ireland, it hasn’t been

a great month for peace. A series of terror attacks across

the globe, including in France but also in Egypt, Nigeria,

Lebanon and many other countries, have led to understandable

fears of a new era of conflict and atrocity.

At the same time Saltash has

just opened its very moving

peace garden close to the

Guildhall, in memory of those

who lost their lives in all

conflicts; leading me to reflect

on what we can do, as citizens

of Saltash, the UK and the

world, to further honour the

memory of the fallen by

working for a more peaceful

future.

It strikes me that our first step

is about what we don’t do –

about avoiding giving in to the

temptations of hate or fear. To

not blame everyone who

happens to share a religion, or a

country of origin or a skin

colour with the perpetrators of

these attacks. To not batten

down our borders and refuse to

help those fleeing from those

same extremist peddlers of hate.

To not turn the world into a

narrow vision of ‘us’, and a

multitude of ‘them’ who are all

to be feared, mistrusted and

vilified. To do any of those thing

would suit the terrorists very

well, since it is in a climate of

distrust and division that terror

thrives.

But it is also about what we

should do: we must seek to

build something positive out of

the horror, since that is the best

way to combat terrorism. Meet

every act of violence from those

claiming to be Muslims with

one of charity and goodwill

towards those who actually

practice the virtues of tolerance

and hospitality that the religion

preaches. Respond to every

attempt to breed division and

ghettoisation with a push for

harmony and community.

Counter every move towards an

authoritarian siege mentality

with a celebration of the

freedom, openness and

tolerance that make us so much

better than ISIS.

In short, a time of terror is not

a time to abandon the idea of

peace exemplified in the Saltash

peace garden, but rather a time

to strive ever harder for it.

Adam Killeya

Leisure Centres
For Sale?

Local leisure services in

Cornwall, including Saltash’s

Leisure Centre, are likely to be

disposed of by Cornwall

Council as part of its cost

cutting plans.

Tempus Leisure, who

currently run the Saltash

Leisure Centre, have told the

Town Council that there would

seem to be two alternatives, to

sell off leisure centres such as

Saltash individually or sell all

in Cornwall as a package deal.

After discussion the Town

Council declined to express a

preference and noted the

information.

The reversal of lanes from

Callington, which now

includes the West lane being

marked to ‘Saltash’, will

continue until ‘Phase 2’ of the

work is concluded after

which there will be two lanes

for ‘A38 East’ advised

County Councillor Derek

Holley.

The work on Phase 2 is

scheduled to start on 6th

January 2016 and will

continue for a year, he added.

There will be inevitable

congestion during this time

while the whole roundabout

is moved northwesterly and

traffic control lights installed.

Councillor Holley had sought

that all the roundabout work

be done at one go to limit

disruption but had been

advised that this was not

possible as there were two

sources of funding available,

one from Cornwall

Highways, one from

Highways England and the

availability had not

coincided. Thus after many

months of disruption the road

is now clear for a few months

before a further year of

congestion commences.

Comments were made

about the lane lines being

unreadable when they are

clogged with traffic and it

was confirmed that high level

lane signs had been

requested.

New Lane Lines Speed

Traffic but Twelve Months

Road Works Ahead

F
ollowing overnight closure of the road system at Carkeel

new lane lines have been painted, following pressure

from local motorists.  This has already resulted in a

noticeable dramatic lowering of the accident rate and reduced

queuing, reported local resident and Councillor John Brady who

had pressured for the changes.   ‘We need to keep on, there is

much more to do, but we are grateful for the work done,’  he told

the Town Council.  In particular he is seeking yellow boxes to

keep the approaches to the roundabout clear.

Surgery

Showed Interest

in Broadmoor
In our November edition we

reported a local Councillor at

stating his belief that neither

of our two local surgeries was

keen to open at the new

Broadmoor development.

While they are limited in

the number’s of new patients

that they can accept in their

current property, Port View

surgery was involved in the

initial discussion with the

developers, Tina Seedhouse,

Practice Manager has pointed

out. At that time they

expressed an interest in

utilising the proposed

‘community building’ to start

a branch surgery thus

allowing them to provide

healthcare for the new

residents.
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A Message from 

the Editor…

A little indulgence from the Editor
I would like to take this opportunity to announce the

arrival of my beautiful Twin Grand-daughters, Harriett

Mary & Scarlett

Pamela born

Sunday 29th November, a day I shall never

forget as long as I live, as I had the

privilege of being there as they arrived

safely into the world. My life is now

complete.

My gorgeous baby girls are simply

amazing they will change our

lives forever. 

Thank you to my beautiful

daughter and son in-law for

giving me this wonderful gift.

Christmas Message
By the time you read this, the town

will have taken on its own special

seasonal magic. The Christmas

festival and parade will have passed,

our celebrated lights will be glistening

and our shops will be filled with traditional

and unusual Christmas fare and ideas for gifts.

Once again our town will be able to offer all that is

needed to make Christmas special.

As we build up the excitement that Christmas always brings to the young and those of

all ages who are young at heart we should perhaps spare more than a moments thought

for those less fortunate.

Whether it be those whose lives have been devastated by war in the middle east, or just

those local families who will be dependent for Christmas cheer on the charity and

goodwill of others, we should remember that Christmas is a time of giving – and not

only to kith and kin.

In this season of goodwill for the twenty forth time we on the Observer are once again

happy to send the seasons; compliments to all of our advertisers, many of whom have

supported us throughout the decades, and to all of our readers and friends in Saltash

and district and indeed worldwide who enjoy their monthly Saltash Observer through

our website.

May you all be filled with the joys of the festive season!

Your Editor Mary Crawford 
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Observer Telephone 
Numbers 07971484872 or

01579 345699
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PROFESSIONAL HOUSEHOLD
REMOVAL SERVICES

��	
����������

��	���������������
������

Saltash 846269
Saltash 249318

Mob: 07411 589 903
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Curtains Cushions
Roman Blinds 
Pelmets Fabrics
Wallpaper Interior 
Design & Much more 
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Enjoy a pamper in Glow’s newly refurbished salon 
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Book your Festive Lunch
& Bring your own Bottle 
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T
his month moving

into autumn it is a

time of reflection,

which started with

our attendance at the

Royal British legion festival

of remembrance held in the

Wesley following on with

our civic remembrance

service again at the Wesley

Followed by our March to

StNicholas and faith war

memorials for the wreath

laying finishing with our 2

minutes silence in Fore

street on the 11th.

Jean and I were

overwhelmed by the amount

of young people who turned

out

Given the weather.

I must give my appreciation

to the British legion and the

town band who give

Up there time.

Monday the 2nd of

November which I think was

the last sunny day of this

period saw us at the opening

of the Burraton school

adventure playground,

This was especially

pleasing as a large amount of

the funding was raised by

The pupils themselves.

Lunch at the rugby was a

fore runner to their match

with St Austell, we had

To say it’s a long time

since we had meat pie as

tasty as that, all thanks to

Sheila Boyd and Rachel

Honey.

I was also invited to the St

Barnabas league of friends

AGM,, it was a pleasure

To hear the amount of

funds donated to the hospital

this year for new equipment

and the news that the minor

injuries unit has reopened.

As I write this we are in

the process of the transfer of

large amounts of open space

in Pilmere being transferred

to the council this will

include some play parks,

once this is concluded a

committee will be set up to

decide the way forward.

Cllr Bill Phillips

Mayor of Saltash.

From The
Mayor’s
Parlour…
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Would like to wish you all 
A Very Happy Christmas & A Successful 2016
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Kebabs - Pizza - Wraps - Burgers & Jacket Potatoes
FREE bottle of Drink on orders over £19

Monday / Tuesday / Wednessday Deal

Buy any 12” Pizza & get 
A 9” Margherita FREE

(Collection only)

Free Delivery with orders over £10
(Saltash Area)

TEL: 01752 848877
Open 7 Days A Week

Mon-Thurs 4pm- Midnight Fri to Sun 2pm - Midnight
10 Fore St Saltash PL12 6LG

Seasonal Greetings
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Cottons’ Classic Coach Wins
1st Prize For Third Year
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Cut Price Smoking Requisites & Gifts

E Cigarettes & Accessories
E Liquid 40ml for £10.00

Candles � Joss Sticks � Clothing
Aromatherapy & Massage Oils

E Cigarette Gift Sets Now in Stock
66 Fore St Saltash T: 01752 651 864       Seasonal   

Seasonal Greetings

Your Specialists in
Fires & Fire Places
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FIRE POWER

Bar Open: Monday – Wednesday 2pm-11pm  Thursday – Sunday 12noon – 11pm
Restaurant Open: 5pm – 11pm Closed Monday, Christmas Day & Boxing Day

375 New Road Saltash Cornwall PL12 6HL Tel: 01752 849859

Traditional Pub & Xin Chinese Restaurant & Takeaway
Stunning Views – Lovely Fresh Food & Great Service
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Chill out with FREEChinese

Snacks @ 5.30pm
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Available on the Big Screen
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Late Night Opening Mondays
Throughout December
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TTeell:: 0011775522 884499772233

www.driftwood-gifts.co.uk
5 Keast Mews Fore Street Saltash
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Gift Vouchers Available
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CottoCotton’n’s Taxis Taxi
ServiceService

Telephone 84 84 84           
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The Magic of Christmas is with us…

As Saltash Christmas Lights Blaze

Out for one and all…
Bring the Family to enjoy a shopping 

experience in our friendly Town 

T
he magic of Christmas is with us once more and especially so at the heart of our friendly town where

the Christmas lights blaze out on the winter’s nights to remind us that the special season is with us

once more. The trees and lights of Fore Street can be enjoyed as one crosses the Tamar Bridge

welcoming visitors and homecoming residents, and encouraging one and all to pause in our lively town

centre and see how much it has to offer at this special time of year.

In small town communities such as Saltash Christmas shopping remains a pleasure.  Instead of parking

problems, and expenses followed by packed streets and shops full of soulless superstores, Saltash retains

the tradition of shopping, as it should be.  Small shops, largely locally owned cater for customer needs and

our shop keepers often have many years experience of serving Saltash Christmas shoppers.  A wide

selection of presents, ideas for gifts, often that unusual or eclectic item, awaits those who visit Fore Street

in the weeks before Christmas.  Shops are also full of seasonal food and drink, much of it from local West

Country sources, ideal for ensuring the perfect seasonal fare for family and friends. With plenty of parking

at a reasonable price, and the two hour parking fee returned by many local shops as a ‘Thank you’ for

shopping locally, there is further

incentive to shop in Saltash this

Christmas and throughout the

year, And when you need a

break from shopping a wide

range of cafes, coffee shops and

inns are ready to welcome you,

many with their own special

array of Christmas fare on offer.

So with several weeks of

shopping days in store, re-

experience the joys of small

town shopping in a seasonal

atmosphere and enjoy all that

Saltash has to offer.
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100 Fore Street, Saltash : Tel: 01752 848370
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Cornwall’s Largest
Independent Travel Agency

With 11 branches throughout
Cornwall & Devon

Newell’s
TRAVEL
Christmas Presents!!

Experience Days or 
Gift Vouchers
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Although preparations

for food rationing began

almost immediately on the

outbreak of war in

September 1939 they were

not put into effect until

January 1940.  Christmas in

1939 could therefore be

celebrated as in peacetime

with as many good things

as could be afforded.  The

most serious shortage was

recorded as ground

almonds for marzipan.

This was not to last.

Meat Rations

By Christmas 1940 weekly

meat rations per person

were to a value of 1 shilling

ten pence, around nine new

pence, with no let off for

Christmas though the

Ministry of Food’s

Christmas present to a war

weary populace was a

doubling of the tea ration to

four ounces a week and

sugar up from eight ounces

to twelve.  While chicken

and other poultry was never

rationed it was practically

unobtainable. 

Sweets and chocolate

could be enjoyed by the

nation’s children as

available until 1942, by that

Christmas they too were

strictly rationed.  Oranges,

lemons, bananas and all

other imported fruit were

unobtainable except for the

fortunate few.  One child

recalled a Christmas treat,

‘One Christmas in ’43 or

’44 Dad was in North

Africa and he sent us a big

basket of oranges.  In those

days the postman delivered

on Christmas Day and they

arrived on Christmas

morning.’

Others were less

fortunate and by 1943 it

was estimated that only ten

per cent of the population

would enjoy a traditional

Christmas dinner.  Even so,

for months before, instead

of indulging in today’s pre-

Christmas spending sprees,

civilians carefully hoarded

their coupons in order to

prepare the Christmas

treats for which recipes

were enthusiastically

offered.  Carrots were

substituted to make

Christmas cake,

‘emergency cream’

included margarine and

milk powder, and wartime

Christmas pudding

included grated raw potato

and carrot. Marmalade and

prunes were the main

ingredients for Christmas

fruit pies.

Topped with holly

Christmas cakes made with

reconstituted eggs were

topped with ‘holly leaf

icing’ of Soya flour and

margarine.  Christmas

presents included marzipan

rolled into the shape of

apples and pears with

artificial colouring and

cloves for stalks to be made

up into a ‘fruit basket.’

Presents too were very

much of the ‘make do’

variety. At first British toy

companies had eagerly

replaced the role of pre-war

German favourites such as

Bing and Schuco, and

board and card games to

pass the long hours in the

air raid shelters were

especially popular.  One

advertised card game

was ‘Black Out – the

game to cheer you up! –

everybody’s playing it.’

As raw materials

became in short supply

and factories switched

to war production toys

and games, like almost

everything else, were

increasingly hard to buy.

Many war workers

such as firemen spent

quiet periods building or

repairing toys for

children who might

otherwise have none. And

at a party given by the

wardens of Forest Hill,

London, the Mayor of

Lewisham remarked  upon

‘The finest toys that I have

seen this Christmas.’ Local

rescue service members

had created toy engines,

dolls’ cradles and rocking

horses for Father Christmas

to distribute, all from

materials salvaged from

bomb sites.

Squanderbug

Presents for adults were

also a problem with alcohol

and tobacco in short supply,

clothes, soaps and sweets

rationed, and the cartoon

‘Squanderbug’ continually

imploring against

overspending on luxuries.

Hand made garments,

practical gifts such as

gardening equipment, or

books (though also in short

supply) were popular gifts

or – for the true patriot

adult or child –

national savings

certificates or

stamps.

C h r i s t m a s

decorations still

brought magic

to the house

though largely

home made

from cardboard,

string and sweet

papers.  With

wood in

demand for war

service fir trees

were not

chopped down

and only tired

l o o k i n g

artificial trees

survived the

war, though

many brought

in shrubs or

bushes from the

garden.  These

however could

sparkle with

tinsel, the

tinfoil dropped

by aircraft to

baffle radar

scanners was

eagerly collected for this.

And handmade stars or

fairy dolls topped the well

admired ensemble.

Whatever hardships there

might be, and however

many members of the

family might be absent ‘on

active service’ every effort

was made to make

Christmas special.  And of

course the wartime decree

to ‘keep smiling through’

was never more noticeable

than at Christmas.  A

Christmas order of

the day from a

Devon Home

Guard commander

reads, ‘Best Wishes

for Christmas and

New Year. We have

certain grounds for

c o n g r a t u l a t i n g

ourselves. Half the

trying Autumn –

Winter season is

behind us. The

shortest day is

passed. The

blackout time will

gradually get shorter and

the amenities of life will

improve from day to day.’

And with the long,

weary war over at last a

lady, former evacuee, noted

in her diary at Christmas

1945 ‘The Victory

Christmas of 1945 is a

Thanksgiving after almost

six years of terrible war we

are back safe and sound.

We thank God that we are

together in our home after

years of separation and we

look forward to 1946 and

the future with a smile and

a grateful heart and hope to

contribute in some small

way to the building of a

new world fit at last for our

children to work in’.

‘The Great War’

But for the most poignant

wartime Christmas

memories and to witness

the true spirit of Christmas

we must go back to 1914

and the first Christmas of

what was already known as

‘The Great War’  and ‘The

war to end all wars’.  Early

hopes that the war would

be over by Christmas were

clearly not to be realised.

After a few hectic weeks of

moving warfare the troops

had already spent months

entrenched between the

Channel and the Alps.  The

cemeteries behind the lines

were already fast filling

with already over a million

dead and now putrefying

corpses lay untouchable

between the lines. And then

the rains of early December

which turned the trenches

into quagmires had given

way to a clear, frosty

Christmas Eve.  As

darkness fell the Tommies

were bewildered to see

strange lights above the

German trenches.  On

examination these proved

not to be vicious new

weapons of war but

Christmas trees.
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Bliss
Beauty   
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PPaauullaa wwoouulldd lliikkee ttoo tthhaannkk
eevveerryyoonnee 

for your continued support
in making BBlliissss BBeeaauuttyy

the SSuucccceessss it has become.
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Seasonal Petit Fours
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Saltash Wedding Car Hire 
Birthdays � Hen Nights

& Prom Parties 
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Tel: 01752 214233 
M: 07505 367 329
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131-135 Fore St,
SALTASH

Cornwall
Tel (01752) 846116
Fax (01752) 844007
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Tuesday’s -Tues 1st Martin Dale Tues 8th Trio
Tues 15th Louise
Tues 22nd Blue Trane Tues 29th  Jazz
Messengers Wednesday 16th Open Mic
Christmas Eve Thurs 24th Wireless
Friday’s - Fri 4th Black Top Fri 11th Roosters
Fri 18th Papa Lima
Friday 25th Christmas Day
Saturday’s - Sat 5th The Jack Sat 12th Big
Sets Sat 19th Banana Thieves
Boxing Day Sat 26th The Braikes
New Years Eve Thurs 31st Duo (Banana
Thieves Acoustic Duo)
THE 3RD WEDNESDAY OF EACH MONTH

OPEN MIC NIGHT
SUNDAY LUNCHTIME: OPEN THE BOX: A CHANCE

TO WIN CASH PRIZES
SUNDAY NIGHT - QUIZ - Winner 2 Bottles of wine
Runner Up 1 bottle of wine : Everyone Welcome
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intrigue fashions
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Darren & Mandy
Welcome you to call in

for ladies shoes…

We can now Order
A Wide Variety of

Popular Makes…
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Christmas Cheer in Wartime Years

C
hristmas brings a kind of magic to childhood, a magic that never altogether fades away as we grow older.   However happy, busy and prosperous we may or may not be throughout the year Christmas remains a

season eagerly to anticipate and to recapture some of that magic of early youth.Little surprise then that when times have been troublesome the future unpredictable and necessities of life in short supply Christmas

has been an exceptional highlight of the year, a time to relax and enjoy such simple pleasures as were available.Christmases during the war years were celebrated very much in the spirit of ‘making do’ despite

increasing shortages making this increasingly harder and it is now interesting to look back at how families managed to survive and enjoy wartime Christmases with so little of what we consider vital to the festive season.

As a contemporary

‘Carol from Flanders’

concluded: 

‘O ye who read this truthful rhyme 

From Flanders, kneel and say:  

God speed the time when every day 

Shall be as Christmas Day.’



Observer Telephone

Numbers

07971484872 or

01579 345699

Your home may be repossessed if you do not keep up repayments on a mortgage or any other debt secured on it

The
Mortgage
Specialist
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Your local family
run registered Ltd

Company
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NO OBLIGATION - FREE QUOTATIONS
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� Car Sales
� Courtesy Cars & Vans 
� Diagnostics Using
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E: dbautosltd@yahoo.co.uk   www.dalebrettautos.co.uk  
DB Autos 8 Gilston Road Saltash Cornwall PL12 6TW

� Cambelt Replacement Specialists
� Laser 4 Wheel Alignment  
� Brakes & Exhausts 
� MOT’s & Tyres
� Clutches
� Welding
� Van Hire
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The Computer Man 
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Andrew Watts 07751154759
or 01752 513462

No call
out fee! 
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T
here are two major

stories which

dominated the news last

month.  The first was the

terrible atrocities which

happened in Paris and the

second was the spending

review by the Chancellor.

As I write this the situation

with Turkey, Syria and Russia

is very worrying.  It is clear that

action must be taken against

the so called Islamic State and I

am listening carefully to

everyone’s views as well as the

Prime Minister.  As the mother

of a serving Naval Officer I

know that whatever decision I

take has the potential to put our

brave service personnel in

danger and it is a decision

which I will not take lightly.

I was very pleased with the

Chancellor’s Autumn

statement.  Some residents had

approached me with concerns

over tax credits and I gave their

representations to the

Chancellor.  I am very pleased

that, because of the

improvement in the public

finances, the Chancellor was

able avoid the proposed

changes.  It is good to have a

government that listens to

concerns.

I was also pleased that the

Chancellor was able to set

some money aside to help with

our water bills.  In the

statement he announced that he

will continue to provide £50 off

the water bills of South West

Water customers, for the rest of

this Parliament.

This was a good budget for

younger people.  A new

apprenticeship levy to deliver 3

million apprenticeships will

ensure large businesses share

the cost of training people, but

no business with a pay bill

below £3 million will have to

pay. We will also increase the

funding for each apprenticeship

to make sure these are high

quality apprenticeships.  The

real terms protection of schools

budget will maintain funding

for free infant school meals,

protect rates for the pupil

premium, and increase the cash

in the dedicated schools grant.

The Government are also going

to open 500 new free schools

and University Technical

Colleges, and invest £23 billion

in school buildings and

600,000 new school places.

The government is committed

to the largest ever investment in

free childcare so working

families get the help they need.

From 2017, they will fund 30

hours of free childcare for

working families with 3 and 4

year olds. The government will

support £10,000 of childcare

costs tax free and to support

nurseries delivering more free

places for parents the

government will increase the

funding for the sector by £300

million.

I would like to wish all your

readers a very happy Christmas

and festive period.  Please

remember to thank all those

people who have to work over

Christmas to keep us safe and

look out for those who are

alone and vulnerable at this

time of year.

Sheryll

Murray

MP

writeS…
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�	�������

Barry Woodmason
Gas & Heating Engineers Est 38yrs

Boiler Changes/Complete Systems
Boilers & Fires - Repaired & Serviced

TTeell:: 0011775522 556699661100  MM:: 0077880088 660044 113344 ����
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Six Saltash firemen died as

they travelled to render aid in

the height of the firestorm

that rained on Plymouth.

Their names, together with

that of a Saltash boy scout

who lost his life fighting the

Saltash blitz, appear on the

memorial by St. Nicholas and

St.  Faith  Church. However

only four names appear on St.

Stephens’s war memorial.

Subsequent to the article in

your November ‘Observer’

family members of the other

two have come forward and

several were able to accept

invitations to the opening of

the Saltash Memorial Peace

Garden as described

elsewhere in this month’s

‘Observer’.

Linda Dodwell, who now

lives in Harrowbarrow, was

the niece of Leslie Tibbs, one

of the two missing names.  ‘I

would be delighted if he

could be included with those

colleagues who died with

him’, she told the Observer.

The other missing name,

Bernard Jasper, was

represented by his nephew

Robert Spraggs who came to

the garden opening with his

wife Hazel, they both being

now living in Plymouth.  Also

present was Bernard’s cousin

Maurice Eglington of Saltash.

Another nephew and niece,

Nicholas Bernard Jasper of

Gloucestershire and Mollie

Morgan of Plymouth, who

was away at the time, were

unable to attend. The Jasper

family too would like to see

their relative commemorated

at St.  Stephens. 

Councillor Mrs Sue

Hooper MBE, who helped

promote the Peace Garden

project is to investigate the

possibility of the names being

added belatedly to the

memorial by the St. Stephens

Church lych gate. 

Families of Firemen Blitz

Victims Found

F
amily members of the two Saltash Firemen who were

killed in the Plymouth blitz in 1941 and whose names

were omitted from the St. Stephens war memorial have

come forward following an article appearing in your ‘Saltash

Observer’ and elsewhere.
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07971484872

or 01579 345699
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Tamar Auto
Centre

CAR SALES
All Mechanical

Work undertaken
Servicing

From £40.00
Tel: 07961 658 750
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Launceston
Established 1997
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9.00am - 1pm
From 1pm, Emergencies only

Emergencies Only

Emergencies Only

Emergencies Only

Emergencies only

Normal surgery opening times

Normal surgery opening times
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Normal Surgery Hours by appointment
9am -12.30pm   2.00pm - 6.30pm Daily

9am - 12.30pm Saturday
24 HOUR EMERGENCY COVER

Telephone Saltash 843397
Best Wishes and Seasons Greetings to all our clients
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66 Liskeard Rd, Saltash
SURGERY TIMES FOR THE

CHRISTMAS PERIOD

INC MOT & SERVICE
REMINDER FOR NEXT
MOT & FUTURE
SERVICING
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T
he latest in hi-tech equipment capable of saving lives

of heart attack victims could be purchased for Saltash

and installed for emergency use in the heart of the

town if a 13 year old local boy is successful in his fund raising

scheme.

Jack Phelan, as well as

being a carer for his disabled

mother, has had a life interest

in caring for others, in saving

lives, and in the emergency

services. He is a Saltash fire

cadet and has been learning

and practicing life support

skills, becoming involved in

Front Line Emergency

Equipment Trust (FLEET)

Jack’s ambition in life now

is to acquire a public access

defibrillator. Sudden cardiac

arrest is a major killer and

only 5% of victims will

survive as the only effective

treatment is defibrillation,

where an electric shock is

passed across the heart – but

this must be applied very soon

to be successful.

Such equipment installed,

Jack suggests, by the fire

station near the centre of the

town, could save local lives

and he has already collected

several hundred pounds

towards the total cost of

£1,000 plus £2,000 for a

cabinet.  His latest fundraising

plan was for a table-top sale in

Fore Street at the Saltash

Christmas Festival Saturday.

Newell’s Travel Agents where

his godmother works agreed

to him setting up outside their

premises.

Fire Cadet Raising Funds

for Life Saving Defibrillator
Two Hundred More
Homes in Saltash 

Cornwall Council has upped

its plan for new homes by

7% from 50,000 previously

quoted and Saltash must take

its share. The increase is

largely to make up for the

growing number of existing

housing that is becoming

second homes.

Saltash was previously

allocated one thousand new

homes to be built in the town

and this has now been upped

to one thousand two

hundred.

However the better news

is that the town has already

catered for 1282 new homes,

largely on the projected

Broadmoor development, so

there is no need to find more

green land to build upon.

Drivers Ignore
Guildhall ‘No Entry’

Vehicles ignoring a ‘No Entry’

sign and cutting between

Alexandra Square Car Park and

Lower Fore Street, a member of

the public told the Town

Council, endanger pedestrians.

Twice within one week she

had suffered a near miss from a

vehicle disregarding the one way

system in order to speed through

and avoid the legal route back to

Fore Street via Albert Road.

Councillors agreed this to be

an issue, especially in the early

morning and asked Inspector

Julian Morris to see that his

officers watched for such law

breaking.  They also suggested

that the on road ‘No Entry’ sign,

removed during road works, be

replaced.

CORNWALL EASY CASH
ll We Buy ll We Sell

ll With Buy Back Option
TV’s DVD’s Laptops Consoles

Mobile Phones/Unlocking & Repairs
And Much More!!!

01752 843278
79 Fore Street Saltash£

We BuyGOLD
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The Ploughboy prides itself

in particular as a party venue

and with two separate

function rooms available at no

extra costs invites you to

bring your party to the

Ploughboy.  Throughout the

year Joan and Mike have been

welcoming wedding, birthday

and anniversary parties and

with Christmas fast

approaching are already

taking bookings from those

who wish to bring friends and

families together to celebrate

the season while leaving the

organisation to professionals.

Mike is always happy to

discuss the choice of menus

which can range from a home

prepared finger buffet to a full

sit down Christmas turkey

with the trimmings, and a

tasty veggie alternative.

Childrens menu

The spacious family friendly

restaurant area, separate from

the bar, is always a popular

venue for lunch and evening

meals, with the early evening

opening especially

appreciated by those whose

young family are avid for the

children’s menu.  Sunday

lunchtimes see an increasing

number of regular visitors

eager to share in a succulent

Sunday roast straight from the

carvery.

The start of the Christmas

season sees the menu change

to reflect the coming

festivities and to ensure their

lunch and evening diners can

enjoy all those favourite

dishes that make the season

special. The menus below

indicate what is on offer for

those choosing to celebrate

the season in the inn where

Christmas is so much a

traditional part of its calendar.

Mouth-watering starters

On Christmas Day itself why

not enjoy a relaxing morning

secure in the knowledge that a

full tasty turkey roast, with all

the trimmings and with

mouth-watering starters and

desserts are being specially

prepared for you at the

‘Ploughboy’.  This will be the

fifth Christmas Joan and Mike

are celebrating at the

‘Ploughboy’, as ever, Joan

maintains ‘my very favourite

time of year’. Over the years

they have especially enjoyed

sharing the atmosphere of

Christmas Day with those

who have pre-booked for their

festive feast in the

‘Ploughboy, bedecked as it is

with decorations to ensure a

true festive feel.  Mike will be

happy to discuss the menu

options for the day and take

bookings but speed is advised

– the Ploughboy’s reputation

as the place to be on

Christmas Day ensures that

bookings fill up early.

And to see Christmas arrive

in full spirit, come and join

the fun at the festive

Christmas Eve Disco. Then

see the old year out and

welcome in the new at the

‘Ploughboy’ to the live music

of the ever-popular band

‘Whiskey Falls’.

Ploughboy Offers Coffee and

Cakes for Cancer Nurses

C
offee drinkers and cake connoisseurs helped the

‘Ploughboy Inn’ break its own record for

fundraising in aid of Macmillan Nurses. Once

again regulars, staff and many who called by to enjoy the

finest of home made cakes, joined together to participate

in the national Macmillan Coffee Morning.

Pirate’s at the Ploughboy

R
egional Radio station Pirate FM was in Saltash on a half

term lunchtime promoting the ‘Ploughboy Inn’ and

giving its customers the chance to win £500.

P o p u l a r

Pirate DJ Jack

Pinnock, part

of the Love

Crew was

ensuring that

listeners to the

Redruth based

station which

c o v e r s

Cornwall and

West Devon

were made

aware of the

Ploughboy’s

s p e c i a l

s e a s o n a l

selection of

fine fare and

entertainment.

While the radio station was proclaiming his whereabouts Jack

was offering Ploughboy customers the chance to ‘Pin It and Win

It’.  By paying a pound to enter their pin number, or any other

four digit figure, into his key pad, they could pick the lucky

number worth £500.  Sadly no-one in the Ploughboy succeeded

in enhancing their Christmas spending money before Jack

moved on to his next gig at Trago Mills.

T
he seasonal spirit of Christmas never fails to bring a thrill of pleasure to old and young. It

is something to be shared with friends and family and friendly strangers, and where better

to do so than in a traditional public house and restaurant that over the last five years has

developed an enviable reputation for entering into the spirit of Christmas?  ‘The Ploughboy’ in the

five years since Joan and Make became ‘mine hosts’ has built up its seasonal menu and program

of events so as to cater for one and all, old and young. Whether you seek a venue to bring your

own party of family, friends or work colleagues, whether you want to enjoy an intimate pre-

Christmas dinner, or perhaps relax over a pint or two in festal surroundings with perhaps some

live entertainment, the ‘Ploughboy’ this Christmas is the place to be, And on the Big Day, to

ensure the finest of festive lunches with all the traditional trimmings, you can let Mike and his

team of professional chefs do the hard work and just sit back to enjoy Christmas Day dinner in

good company.
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Coffee cups were

constantly filled as

customers selected

gastronomic delights to

accompany them from the

selection of cakes baked by

Ploughboy staff member

Louise with her mother Jane

Hoskin. The few cakes left

uneaten were eagerly

purchased to be enjoyed at

home. Louise and Jane were

especially keen to help

Macmillan nurses having

themselves lost a family

member to cancer.

Funds were boosted by a

raffle organised by Pete

Edge who also has personal

experience of how that

sickness can strike, having

himself been diagnosed with

Hodgekins Lymphoma,

subsequently in remission.

‘The Ploughboy’ team

thanks all who baked,

served and otherwise took

part, as well as all of those

who came along to support

the event and helped to top

last year’s total by raising

an excellent £400.00.

The Seasonal Spirit of Christmas at the

Ploughboy…Never Fails to Bring a

Thrill of Pleasure to Old & Young

The
Ploughboy

Christmas Day Menu
2 Course £35.00  3 Course £42.50

Child 2 Course £25.00
Starters:

Homemade Broccoli and Stilton soup served

with a Granary roll.

Pork, Chicken Liver Pate with a Cranberry

topping, served with Toast and Salad garnish.

Prawn Cocktail – Fresh Prawns in Seafood

Sauce sat on a bed of leaves and served with

brown bread & butter.

Mains:

Roast Turkey Beef or Pork – Carvery Style with

seasonal trimmings.

Vegetarian Turkey Style Roast with

Wensleydale, Cranberry & Orange Centre, a

meat free soya based, coated in a tasty crumb

filled with cheese, cranberries & orange served

with seasonal vegetables and vegetable gravy.

Smoked Haddock and Spring Onion Fishcakes

on a bed of oriental stir-fry vegetables and new

potatoes.

Desserts:

Christmas Pudding – Traditional Christmas

pudding served with Brandy Sauce or Clotted

Cream

Three Layered Chocolate Mousse, (White, Milk

& Dark Chocolate) served with Raspberry

Coulis & Clotted Cream.

Banoffee Pie – Digestive base banana slices and

sweet toffee sauce topped with Fresh Cream

After your meals you will be served with

Tea & Coffee and a Mince Pie

Pre-orders Required   

Call 01752 842861 for booking
And all enquires...book early to avoid disappointment!


